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College in the same year. Before he took his degree he had had a paper published in the Transactions of the Royal Society, a most unusual thing for one so young. In 1871 he was put on a Committee of the British Association to report on mathematical tables. The other members of the Committee were Cayley, Stokes, William Thomson and H. J. S. Smith. This is very strong evidence of the high opinion which the leading mathematicians of the day held of his ability. He knew all the mathematicians of his time and had heard what they said about their predecessors, so that he knew a good deal more about mathematicians than their achievements in mathematics. During the seventies and eighties he was the most active promoter of research in pure mathematics in Cambridge ; he was the editor of the Quarterly Journal of Mathematics, in which much of this appeared. The conspicuous success in recent years of the Cambridge School of Pure Mathematics is due in no small degree to the spadework done by Glaisher more than fifty years ago.
In 1883 he accepted the offer of a tutorship in Trinity College. This was a most unfortunate decision. As a tutor he was subject to continual interruption which very seriously interfered with his mathemetical work, and when on Cayley's death in 1895 the Sadleirian Professorship in Pure Mathematics became vacant he was not elected. As his lectureship in mathematics at the College also ran out at about the same time, he badly wanted some other work to fill the gap and took to collecting china and pottery, and this became the chief interest of the last thirty years of his life. His original idea was to make a collection which would illustrate by early specimens the introduction of each step in the improve-
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